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remember that, during these operations, the attackers and
the besieged were continually within shouting distance of each
other, and the virulence of feeling between them on this
occasion seems to have been appalling.

When Kobad built a great earth-ramp to give access to the
parapet, the besieged breached their own wall from beneath
and, drawing away the core, filled it with combustibles so
that it collapsed beneath the feet of the attackers, precipitating
them into a blazing furnace.

Treachery ended this siege like so many others. Persian
scaling-parties were led after dark to a tower guarded only by
a party of monks, who slept heavily that night after a banquet.
The monks awoke in paradise, and the rest of the garrison in
a city already fallen captive into the hands of the enemy.
The curtain falls as 80,000 corpses are carried out by the
north gate, so that the king may enter through the south.

But Kobad was so discouraged by his losses that he made
peace, selling his conquests to Anastasius for an exorbitant
price.

During the twenty years' armistice which followed, the
Emperor Justinian took upon himself the defence of the eastern
frontiers of the Empire. To avoid a repetition of Kobad's
attack on Amida he planned the model fortress, whose ruins
we have already mentioned, at Dara, above Nisibis, on lines
which were calculated to make it absolutely impregnable. It
was here that Justinian's famous general Belisarius obtained
his first vigorous military education; and in this" connexion
one may again recommend a recent historical novel. Robert
Graves in Count Belisarius draws a picture which it is difficult
to forget of this almost saintly character, and his Job-like
patience in sustaining the whimsical treachery of his fickle
and sometimes ridiculous master, Justinian. There is also a
finely-drawn counterpoint in the relations between the two
ex-prostitutes of Constantinople, Belisarius' wife Antonina
and her friend the Empress Theodora.33

At his second appearance at the head of the army on the
Roman frontier, Kobad thus discovered not only a completely
new and extremely forbidding-looking fortress protecting the
Tigris gorge, but also a formidable enemy at the head of this
legion invested with the title * General of the East \ He sent a
haughty command to the Romans to prepare him a bath on